Thirty-nine were of advanced tubercular phthisis, and nine of these were cured so far as the empyema was concerned. Of the 32 deaths only six or seven could be in any way attributed to the operation, 25 dying of pre-existing disease of the lung.
The operation is not particularly dangerous. The risks to be avoided are haemorrhage which can nearly always be easily arrested, and, at least in cases of great exudation, narcosis, in which he advises cautious and very moderate use of chloroform, and only in the earlier part of the operation. Also such a posture that the exudation may not weigh on the sound side and the heart. The anterior opening he makes while the patient is lying comfortably on his back, the posterior in a half-turned or sitting posture.
